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1932 Ford Hot Rod, (41/"’) 
1953 Jaguar XK120 (536’’) 
1953 MG Model TD (4%"’) 
1952 Ferrari (47/e@'') 
Jalopy Racer 
{ALL MODELS — 

TO %’ SCALE 





1956 Ford Fairlane Sunliner (6%’') $1 .00 
1956 Cadillac Eldorado (6%) $1.00 
1956 Chrysler New Yorker (67e’’) $1 -00 
1956 Buick Riviera (6%) $1.00 
1956 Mercury Montclair (61/2‘') $1 .00 
1956 Continental Mark II (6! ¥\4’’) $1 .00 
Lincoln Futura (82‘’) $1 30 


ORDER BY MAIL! 
— \ Send for kits & 
\ FREE catalog 
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showing 99 models 


Satisfaction guaranteed by 


e Dales e Dept. R-11 
P.O. Box 25782 
W. Los Angeles 25, Calif. 


Lower ‘em, chop the top, experiment with 


colors. These Revell plastic modern and 
sport car miniatures are authentic down 
to the easy-to-assemble engine. Use as 
a mock-up for customizing ideas before 
you do it to your own car, see the 
3 dimensional result first on a Revell 
model. Or just assemble for the fun of it! 
Start your collection today! 

* 
AUTORAMA GIFT SET— $5.00 


Real sharp package, includes Ford Fairlane Sunliner 
Convertible, 4-door Buick Riviera, Chrysler New Yorker 
and tional new Continental. ‘‘It’s a great gift,”’ 
says Spencer Murray, Rod & Custom Editor. 





To The Dales, Dept. R-11 
P.O. Box 25782, W. Los Angeles 25, Calif. 


We pay postage. Send cash, check, money order. 
Calif. Res. add 3% tax. 
() Send FREE Catalog 
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NOW! America’s most luxurious . 


CONTINENTAL 
a KIT 
; \; FS Rat savings 
ep to S100! 


rr This Genuine Ce'ifornia Kit is 
Yours for HALF of Car Dealer Prices! 























WORLD'S 
BEST VALUE! 
Compare Eastern 
Auto's luxury kit 
with any otber. 
You'll be convinced 
it’s the greatest all- 
around value to be 
found anywhere. 
Backed Amer- 


Here's America’s finest Continental Kit value — be- 
cause it has the greatest combination of these buying 
factors, the four most important in choosing any 
Continental Kit. 
GLAMOROUS CALIFORNIA STYLING — As up- 
to-date as tomorrow's dream cars! Rakish tilt of tire 
carrier is custom-angled to flatter and complement 
the styling of your particular car. Wrap-around 
gravel shields. Choice of open or closed face plate. 
QUALITY CONSTRUCTION — Rugged and sturdy! 
No rattles. Feather-touch release lever tilts tire back 
© without effort, yet locks securely. Balanced weight 
* on tire for easy opening. Heavy 20-gauge tire ring. 
> All materials and workmanship unconditionally 
| guaranteed. 
_ EASY “DO-IT-YOURSELF” INSTALLATION! 
Tire carrier is factory pre-assembled. Kit braces to 
- frame. All parts custom-designed for your car. Easy 
> step-by-step instructions included. 
» LOWEST COST — Half of car dealer prices! We 
» guarantee you can't buy a complete kit of compar- 
| able quality for less — anywhere. 
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ica’s oldest acces- 
sory specialists — 
36 of values! 


NEW CATALOG OF CUSTOM ITEMS! Free 
with any order or send just 25¢ for handling 
ay, 2nd mailing. 
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‘ Seventh issue of ovr Fourth Yeor Neov., 1956 


@ Publisher R. E. Petersen 
@ Editor Spencer Murray 
@ Graphics Director Lynn Wineland 
@ Advertising Mgr. Marvin Patchen 
@ Photography Spence, Lynn 
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Was There A Ford In Your Future? . . 16 
leitethies 60 benes of-eem Ten pages of the best ‘49-'51 Fords. 
Fords is a rundown on our Firedome Deuce . . 26 
aoe -eng. tn Sister Real haulin' "92 with DeSoto power. 
Sukaloc authors... CLASSIC Sovth American Custom . . . . . . 30 
CUSTOM ........ 12 Custom Kaiser convertible. 
On-Top, Off-Top, Hardtop ole «ne 
A finned Stude from Chicago. 
The newest fad among mony Baby Gient . . .... =... 48 
of our custom enthusiasts. A hand-built hauler — pint-size! 
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The methods of monufacturing 
hoods has changed through 
the years,and so have meons 
of filling them. Barris tells 
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ABOUT THE COVER 

This issue is primarily dedicated to prove that the '49-'51 Fords have not lost the customizer's 
interest. In fact, we've devoted ten full pages of different types and styles of modifying these 
fine cars. In addition, five pages, beginning on page 11, have been turned over to Peter 

te display an Oregon Classic Custom, shown by his cover photos in two views. 


Sukalac 

ROD and CUSTOM is published monthly by Quinn Publications, Inc., 5959 Hollywood 

Blvd., Los les 28, Calif. Entered as second-class matter at the post office at Los Angeles, 

California, the Act of March 3, 1897. —- in whole or A gy forbidden except by 
permission of the publishers. Copyright 1956 by lications, Inc. 

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE $3.00 per year oe the world. a copy 25 cents. 
ADVERTISING: Advertising Manager — Hollywood Blvd., Los 
Angeles 28, Calif. Eastern Advertising: David PR Riker, 118 tae doth St NYC. Midwest 

Advertising: Douglas Galbraith, 1514 Book Bldg., Detroit 26, Mich. 
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CUSTOMIZE WITH “PLASTIC SURGERY” 


You can repair and restyle auto bodies 
‘ with TAP* fiberglassing KITS! 


WAY OUT CUSTOMIZING or just mini- 
mum modification is a snap with TAP 
Fibergias and Tapox Resin Kits. An 
example is this jewel of Johnny John- 
son’s. Beginning with a 51 Kaiser and 
using TAPKITS exclusively, he came 
up with a custom loaded with HTP — 
“head-turning-power”! 





YES, any amateur carcrafter can repair and restyle 
auto bodies with professional results with TAPKITS. 
These kits contain genuine Fibergias and Tapox resin, 
guaranteed to bond permanently to any metal. These 
materials are easy to apply and easy to finish and 
cost less than one-third cost of leading and welding! 


With TAPKITS, you can completely change the lines 
without expensive 


of your car at home, tools and 
equipment. No torch is required. Buy yourself a body 
file and borrow a disc sander and you're in business 
as a TAP “glasser’’! 

Whether it’s just a dechroming and frenching job 
or air scoops and fins, the greenest beginner car- 
crafter can turn out prize-winning work with TAP’s 
special metai-bonding plastics. No wonder thousands 
of backyard customizers all over the world are order- 





AIR SCOOP FINS and hooded headlights were 
made entirely with TAP “glass”. A single sheet 
of hardened “glass” was used as a base. Final 
lines and contours were achieved with addi 
tional layers of Fiberglas soaked in Tapox 
Resin. Finished job looks like it had been 
stamped out in one piece by Detroit! 


ing TAPKITS! Professional auto body repairmen are 
now using TAP ‘‘glass’’ for repairing rust-outs and 
dents because it’s much more economical and easier 
to apply than lead. 


TAPKITS are the ORIGINAL Fiberglas and resin kits 
for PLASTIC SURGERY on auto bodies. Don't be mis- 
led by claims from imitators . . . only epoxy resin 
wit! bond Fibergias to metal . » » TAPOX 
Resin is the finest epoxy resin that money can buy. 
TAP “glass” is THE carcrafting plastic the major 
auto magazines have been featuring. 


DON’T JUST DREAM about that cool custom. Get 
started. Order a TAPKIT from your speed shop or di- 
rect from TAP today! Speed shop dealerships invited. 
All TAP materials are unconditionally guaranteed. 





"Taylor & Art, Inc., Plastics | 





DEPT. RC 
1710 E. 12TH ST. 
OAKLAND 6, CALIF. 
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"THOSE OF you who are both regular read- 

ers and dyed-in-the-wool hot rod enthusi- 
asts should be overjoyed to find, among the 
many interesting (we think) things this issue 
* contains, the record results from both the 
*56 Bonneville Nationals and the Cham- 
pionship Drags at Kansas City. The annual 
salt storm report has always, in the past, 
found its way into the Dectmber issue but 
here it is in November. The tribulations 
which arose during compilation of both rec- 
ord sheets prevented us from following up 
with a complete day-by-day, photo-sprinkled 
rundown of what happened and why, so this 
must remain pigeon-holed until next month. 
Be that as it may, we think you'll find the 
record results impressive and, at least, entirely 
complete: Just another milestone-in R-é& C's 
long list of “firsts”. 

Cut fingers, strained eyes and table-tops 
smeared with dried glue and paint mark an- 
other important “first” for this issue. Page 31 
discloses the whys and wherefores of a bit of 
the automotive world which, to our knowl- 
edge, has not seen print until now. We speak 
of the widespread hobby of customizing scale 
model, plastic cars — the kind you see in toy 
stores and model shops. Older readers may 
look askance at this lengthy spread, but hold 
off a minute and listen. You, you, and even 
you would do well to follow the prose con- 
tained herein for it shows how even pro- 
fessional bodymen, painters and designers use 
these inexpensive models to good advantage. 
Picture, if you can, the lost soul who dreams 


so much junk. The front 


: 





end may not blend, style-wise, with the rear; 
top chopping might give it the appearance 
of a pie tin atop a hatbox, or some such. 
Be that as it may, picture, again, the guy who 
spent a buck for a scale model of his own 
car, then went ahead and performed his modi- 
fications on the kitchen table. Result: he 
realizes the outcome, but is out only the 
dollar and a few hours time. Moral: His car 
isn’t ashcanned (or something just as bad) 
and he still has the prototype to drive. Thus, 
another buck — another model, and he can 
change and alter to his heart's content until 
he finds something that does suit him. Then, 
and only then, is he ready to start in on the 
real thing knowing full well what the out- 
come will be. Same deal for painting; paint 
a modei the edd shade you concocted — not 
your real car. The color may look good in 
the can, but not on the car. Resule: Again the 
owner has not subjected his transportation 
piece to the expensive rigors of a professional 
painter— he’s short by only another lousy 
buck, an hour's time and a few grey hairs 
caused by wife or mother’s anxiety over her 
best cardtable. All of which beats lousing up 
the real thing. Think it over — but read the 
article. first. 

Fords — early and late —have justifiably 
received far more than their share of attention 
from auto aspirants for many, many years. 
Of all the thodels produced by FoMoCo, it 
is the ’49-’51 variety which have received the 
most alterations appearance-wise. As if all the 
lead and torch work carried out thus far 
wasn't enough — R & C presents in this issue 
what is perhaps the largest collection of cus- 
tomized Fords ever published. If you can’t 
come up with some ideas on what to do to 
your "49-51 (if you own one) after seeing 
all the ones we've rounded up — then give it 
up, boy, you're too far gone. @ —s.m. 
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Why Just Tinker? 


1 EARN MONEY AND 
GET EXPERIENCE AS 
1 TRAIN AT HOME! 






Be A F ull-Time Top-Pa y 
It’s fun to tinker with your car engine—but it’s 
downright enjoyable to gd a full-fledged me- 
chanic! Yes, you'll like the nice work, the big 
pay, the bright future this field offers. Thou- 
sands of mechanics are needed. You can train 
to be one—at home in spare time. CTI Shop 

Method training makes every step easy. You 
learn every phase of repair. Diesel or Body- 
Fender Rebuilding included at no extra cost. 
Make money in spare time as you learn by 


fixing cars for neighbors. Mail coupon for two 
free books. Act today! 


YOU GET A PROFESSIONAL TUNE-UP KIT 


You quickly locate engine trou- 
bles with these essential instru- 
ments. Included are a Compres- 
sion Tester, a Vacuum Gauge and 
Fuel Pump Tester, an Ignition 
Timing Light, and a steel case. 
You can practice as you learn! 


YOU GET QUALITY MECHANIC'S TOOLS 


You also get this fine-quality 
set of mechanic’s tools. These 
help you get experience 
while training, do spare time 
repairing for profit. Both 
Tune-Up Kit and Tool Set 
are yours to use—and keep. 
No extra cost! ~~ — 


MAIL TODAY FOR 2 FREE BOOKS 


Commercial Trades Institute 
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Would the substitution of an ohv Ford V8, 
in place of the original flathead V8, help the 
performance of my *41 convertible? If so, just 
what would the switch require in the way of 
engine mounts, wiring, and relocation of 
various parts? Your help would be greatly 
appreciated. 

John Best Boston, Mass. 
© A marked increase in performance would 
be noted if the switch you suggest were car- 
ried out. New mounts, fore and aft, would be 
required, as well as many other alterations too 
lengthy to be detailed here. Many would-be 
swappers write requesting specific information 
concerning the switch of their choice. Lack of 
space makes it necessary for R & C to detail 
only fwe or six various transplantings 4 year. 


SUNKEN LICENSE PLATE 


Pages 14 and 15 of the August issue 
showed how to recess a license plate into a 
rear bumper. Now, first of all; it’s illegal in 
California, and second, that’s a fad that went 
out at least five years ago and is strictly sick- 
ening now. I hope this sees print, for it 
would be fatal if some latecomers started 
picking up ideas which are actually outdated. 
Al Simpson Oakland, Calif. 
@ The laws of the State of California say 
nothing whatsoever about recessing a license 
plate into a bumper —front or rear. What 


you're thinking of, perhaps, is the covering. 


of a plate with glass, clear plastic or other 
transparent material. That's illegal, yes. But 
as for recessed plates, we'll bail out anyone 
who gets jugged for it. Again, you're prob- 
ably hearkening back to the age old trick of 
sinking a license plate into a deck lid. True, 
this went out of style quite some time ago — 
although there are a few new models on the 
road where the sunken plate would look good. 
The bumper-recessed plate, though the ides 
is not new, never reached such popularity a 
to say that we're trying to make a comeback 
out of it. But it’s still a good idea, we think. 
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TUTTLE’S APOLOGY 


the Sept. issue —that was a fine magazine. 
Just try to use good cars and good articles. 

Now that we've apologized, it’s your turn. 
Larry Hollis and Bob Barnett Purcell, Okla. 
@ We're sorry. 


SHE’S HAD IT 

I've had it! Just can’t keep still a moment 
longer! I'm only a “looker-on” fan of custom 
cars. I'm a housewife with one senior enthu- 
siast (referred to as “Hon” or “Daddy”) and 
three junior fans (often called “wash-behind- 
your-ears-dears”). All I know about customiz- 
ing is what the boys tell me, what I see on 
the streets or what I see in ROD & CUSTOM. 
But I'm an expert with a long gray beard 
compared to some of those short-sighted 
characters who .throw slams at the beautiful 
cars displayed on your pages. 

I have a suggestion for these left-wing 
enthusiasts — take a good long look at the 
mew cars each year. Then take another look 
in an R & C from a year ago, or even older. 
Now compare! Notice any similarities? You 
bet you do! Maybe it’s the way the dual 
exhausts are routed through the bumper or 
how the grille treatment was solved. What- 
ever it is, I'll bet that an R & C feature car- 
owner thought of it before Detroit did. 
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The. SUCCESS SECRETS he i | 57 
he GUARANTEED ISKENDERI 
= RKERIZED 


SUPER FINISHED and PA 
OHV VS REGRINDS 


High Frequency INDUCTION HARDENING PROCESS 


Iskenderian is the first to apply Lge highly successful electronic method of surface hardenin, 
with controlled molecular surface ure, to racing camshaft lobes. Each lobe is pm | 





























thi an electrical tic field that instantly raises the surface temp. in excess of 1500°F 
and is lmunedistety Immersed In on Oil beth quench. Since’ thie is so instantaneous, 
and accurately controlled the lobes are hardened only to a depth h of Ye" leaving the center of 
the core with same desirable and ductile characteristics as the stock cam. result is a 
cam that is tops both in performance and dependability. 





CLUB JACKETS ; 


SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR CAR CLUBS 


*% Many medeis and dozens of color com- 
binations. 


* Styling, lettering, and emblems are 


finest in the nation. 


*% Prites include all lettering and em- 
blems. $13.50 te $25.00 in club lots of 
6 or more. 


* No individual orders — 6 minimum. 


*% Free Literature. 
— 25¢ TODAY For complete catalog on Emblems, =" 
Plaques, Novelties — including information on NOVELTIES 
ee ce ceed Goat Gen. , | 
1072 No. Q Wilton PI., Hollywood 38, Calit 


STYLIZED EMBLEM CO. 
MEMBERS RECEIVE: Join Today! 
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® Special Discount Catalog 

® KOA Club Newspaper 
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| hereby apply for membership in Kustoms = tien and enclose 


© Assistance in Forming Ciubs BARRIS SANCTIONED 

DISCOUNTS ON: NATIONALLY ORGANIZED CUSTOM & SPEED cus eS ‘ 2 

@ Hollywood Custom Accessories § ~~ KUSTOMS OF a -—---- i 

© Ansen Speed Equipment 5880 Hollywood Bivd., Hollywood 28, California, ’ 
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® jackets, T-Shirts 


te . ior Bt. = dues, entitiing me to 
© Lapel Pins, Embiems an official a card, windshield A, agocial discount catalog, 
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© Trophies _ SCR Sea ee =e 


© Custom Rugs and Upholstery ADDRESS 
© Leading Monthly Auto Magazines oe ae 


Ne Age Limit Ne Car Necessary Open to Men & Women 
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YOU'RE looking for a good hunk of 

Detroit iron to customize, it’s hard to find 
a better series than the 1949 to 1951 Ford. 
All things considered, the long rectangular 
lines which lend themselves to almost all re- 
styling ideas and the low first price make 
these models a good choice. 

The yen for something long, low and dif- 
ferent led Roger Cunningham of Portland, 
Oregon to this very conclusion. He had 
looked the field over with an experienced 
eye, for he had gone the custom route before, 
and weighed the pros and cons of rebuilding 
very carefully before making a decision. His 
final «choice for a stocker was a clean ‘50 
Ford convert. 

Roger turned the car over to his buddy, 
Bob Mead of Forest Grove, for the body 
work. Bob began the series of modifications, 
which, over a period of two-and-a-half years, 
transformed the run-of-the-mill stocker into 
one of the prettiest soft-top customs in the 
Northwest. The first step was lowering. This 
is always one of the most important jobs 
in any customizing operation and dictates 


No matter what restyling route you take on the now-aging '49-'51 Ford, 


you're bound to come up witha ... 





the success or failure of the same. All too 
often a custom’s handling qualities are given 
the deep six when the good, hard methods 
of lowering are tossed aside in favor of the 
quick torch. In this case the front spindles 
were reversed and a small section of the 
front coils removed to give a total drop of 
8 inches. Nearly normal spring travel was 
thus retained. The rear of the frame was then 
stepped enough to give an 8 inch drop when 
medium sized blocks were used. The car then 
sat low and level, but still had good riding 
qualities. 

Of course, with such a radical lowering 
the wheels were now up inside the wheel 
wells and naturally would rub, so mud 
guards and valances were ‘rebuilt to allow 
full clearance at all points of wheel travel. 
The rear wheel openings were given a full 
radius to complete the basic lowering job. 

The headlights were frenched using both 
"50 Chevy and ’52 Ford rings combined. The 
resultig contour was smooth and even. The 
same treatment followed on the taillights, 

(continued) 
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The Ford heritage remains even though car owner 
Cunningham bas gone the ronte on customizing. 
Classic overall lines of these models practically defy 
transformation, are nearly always still 

identifiable even after the most radical changes. 


By Peter Sukalac 


Simple, yet different, rear 
end alteration denotes the 
owner's try at cleaning 
up stock lines, discount- 
ing some, emphasizing 
the others. Radiused 
wheel wells were manda- 
tory for changing 

the rear tires. 


NOVEMBER, 1956 





Standing well under fwe feet in height, radical lowering of the 
chassis plus windshield chopping brought the convertible down to 


what the owner considers the absolute limit — short of sectioning. Note 
that elimination of bumper guards, beadlight rims, emblems 
on bood and new grille tend to point wp basic limes of the car. 
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included the -building of a full roll under 
the bumper. 

The next step was the interior and to 
make ready for this phase Roger stripped out 


Lower left: Refurbished interior boasts pleated 
2-tome Naugabyde, carpet seams edged in contrast- 
ing beading. Below: Chrysler backup light bar 
serves as protective device, with body contoured to 
it beneath deck lid, rear lower fender extremities. 
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All complete, even to replated door pulls, 
the stock upholstery and had the windshield the car was exactly what Roger had wanted 
chopped 44 inches. The car was then turned — a nice riding, yet entirely different car, 
over to Lee Hertzler of Hollywood Auto Up- that attracts attention wherever it goes. @ 
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E WORLD waited with baited breath as 
time drew near for introduction of Ford's 
models for 1949. Long-heralded as the first 
totally new FoMoCo car since World War II, 
advertising banners, TV commercials and huge 
display ads added excitement through the now- 
familiar symbol of an outstretched hand sup- 
porting a glistening crystal ball and the slogan 
“There's a Ford In Your Future”. But that was 
just eight years ago. So what has become of the 
now-aged Fords that once embodied-a car en- 
thusiast’s future? We'll see. 

Here, in as many photographic examples as 
we are able to cram into any single issue, is 
a conclusive, cross-sectional look at what was 
once future, is now present and even past for 
the ‘49 Ford from an enthusiasts standpoint — 
with a good many '50’s and ‘51's thrown in 
since, as it turned out, these three years saw the 
use of the same basic body shells with a lone 
addition being offered in '51 — the Victoria. 

Running the customizing gamut from simple 
dechroming to oe — be aor altera- 








tion known to man (and some unknown! ), each 
example discloses its owner's individual at- 
tempt at transformation with singularity being 
the desired end result in each case. 

Some enthusiasts settled for merely a face- 
lift, others limited their restyling to side 
chrome replacement or elimination. Still others 
kept their medificatiens grouped ‘round back 
where only following motorists could be treat- 
ed to the one-of-a-kind look. Be that as it may, 
even the most trivial attempt at alterations 
shows someone's repulsion at what Ford pro- 
duced back in late "48 — attempts ranging in 
cost from a few dollars ahd a few moments 
time to many thousands of dollars and count- 
less man-hours of labor. 

At any rate, if you're the owner of a 49 
through "51 Ford (and an exclusive R & C 
survey shows that chances of this are good) and 
have decided to try your hand at motoring’s 
distinctiveness, then you're free to gather, from 
the selection here, ideas which may wind up 


on the customized Ford in your future. 
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Obviously impressed by the 
styling note of a competi- 
tive make, the Fords above, 
left and below feature the 
53 Chevy-type of chrome- 
bordered panel of contrast- 
ing paint. At bottom of this 
and opposite page are ex- 
amples of ’51 Victorias, 
both retaining semi-stock 
sidetrim with emphasis be- 
ing placed on the grilles. 











At right is a coupe lowered same 
amount fore and aft. Chrome trim 
is Dodge, reversed. Though con- 
sidered conservative, about all 
that remains is sectioning or chop- 
ping to become «a “radical”. 


An interesting taillight treatment 
is displayed by the coupe below. 
Chrome stripping is pirated from 

a ’5S5 Chevy, area below being 
Pate im @ contrasting color. 


2 aS 


* Photo above is of 4 2-door with 


chopped top, thm chrome strip 
outlining black panel from other- 
wise white car. Top, though low- 
ered, boasts a larger-than-stock 
rear window taken from ’52 Ford. 


Like the coupe immediately op- 
posite, this Ford bas been stripped 
See aa of handles, ornaments. But the 
stock side strip remains, it is 
being only somewhat shortened. 
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Valley Custom Shop puts talents 
to work on this ‘50, came up with 
4 fme example of the restylist’s 
art. Grille is bar stock protruding 
far enough to act as 4 

Colors are white and dark purple. 


Compe at right is a good example 
of moderate customizing, though a 
good many alterations are visible. 
Lowered front and rear, devoid of 
trim, car bas Plymouth bumpers. 






Unusual 2-door at left shows entime 
circumference of rear tires thromgh 
cutting of radiused rear wheel 
wells. Note extensive difference 
between 2-door at top of left page. 


Compare this to compe om opposite 
page. Here is the side stripping 
from a ’55 Ford. Chrome marks 
line of demarcation between close- 
ly blended shades of off-white. 















The three Fords bere (right and 
above) bave several things sm com- 
mon. All bave been chopped and 
each is as low as its owner could 
get it. The coupe above bas been 
converted to a “hardtop” by re- 
moval of vertical window posts. 





Buick side strips are popular 
addition for Fords. Of the four 
at the right, three boast of 
radiused wheel wells, the fourth 
retaining stock opening cover- 
ed by cut-down Merc skirts. 
Note how strips go well on 
any type of Ford body styling 











Hardest customizing project i 
sectioning, but the slab-sided 
Ford practically begs for this 
treatment. Many have been treated 
thus, the fwe illustrated being 
only a very few of the total. 











Grilles given the ’49-'51 Fords are as many 
and varied as the owners’ imaginations 
allow. Most popular is the single bar 
(not shown) but enthusiasts have built 
front ends from parts of other grilles, 
bumper components, sheet metal, tubing 
and bar stock. Some advocate simplest 
of lines, others take the complicated route. 
A few discarded stock bumper and te- 
place it with one from another make. All 
but two bere feature frenched lights. 











Two examples of '55 grille substitutions in '49’s, above. The convertible has a frenched 
roll around the grille opening, the 2-door uses matching upper and lower. chromed bari. 











Again, two closely similar front end treatments: Aside from minor grille variations, 
difference lies in use of Plymouth bumper (white car) and the recessed, frenched lights. 





Even Packard components find their way td Fords. Left above only center “floating” bar with 
open center is used, while car at right features grille “teeth”. Note use of park lights on one. 





Rather than try to modify stock grille opening, some owners close them wp altogether and start 
over. At left is grille made of vertical steel bands while at right is one of plated steel mesh. 
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Taillight treatments are many and varied. T bey 
range all the way from reworked lenses in 
stock openings to late Merc lights set imto 
Merc quarter panels. One of the more difficult 
jobs in taillight modifying for Fords of these 
years, is the altering or complete elimination 
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of the windsplits which fair into the fender 
panels. An example of the latter is '55 Plym- 
outh lights used on 4-door sedan. Lights 
ended up in bumper guards after sectioning 
job. Nearly any taillight adaptation can be 
made as is evident from the selection above. 
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LOYD BAKAN, 22 year old college stu- 
dent from Eagle Rock, California, is no 
newcomer to the ranks of the rod enthusiasts. 
The coupe featured here is Mover No. 8 for 
Lloyd but is the first closed job, the pre- 
ceding seven having been roadsters. 

Four and a half inches of top went the 
way ‘of all poor things and the ever-present 
dago axle killed another 3 inches of height. 

Just out of the Navy, Bakan has spent 
three years in construction of the powder 
blue goer. Goer? If 103 mph in the quartet 
on gas meets the qualifications, it’s a real 
goer, deriving its power from an eighth- 
overbored '53 DeSoto mill treated by brother 
John Geraghty. John hogged out the heads 
to match a set of JE 8% to 1 high domed 
pistons, then laid on a Weiand intake mani- 
fold supporting four Stromberg 97 jugs to 
get the good juice down into the cylinders. 
Pasadena’s Dave Mitchell arranged to take 
the used stuff out again through a volume- 
sized set of headers and his silencers. 

The headers got the chrome dip, as did 
boxes of tiny parts, most of the engine, and 
even the rear end. This accounts for the 
$2,200 tab which Lloyd has picked up thus 
far, and. like many another machine of simi- 
lar breed, it's a long way from done. @ 
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ROD AND CUSTC 


Familiar 1932. compe of Dearborn 
heritage gets #s oats from new 
overhead valve engine by DeSoto. 









FIREDOME DEUCE centinved 








Entire front suspension iz 
plated for appearance and ease 
of cleaning in tight places. 
Cast aluminum, polished light 
brackets support sealed beams. 











backing plates. Taillights are ’51 Pow- 
tiac displaced from normal fender 
location and set in Deuce’s tail panel. 


Owner-builder Bakan chats 
with local constabulary on 
comstraction and top per- 
formance of Deuce coupe. 
Many -California officers 
are avid fans and former 
rodders who like to keep 
up with the latest ideas. 


Interior of car és done in 
pleated brown plastic by 
AutoBed. Stewart-Warner 
dials grace this dash as in 
many other well comstruct- 
ed rods. Floor shift lever 


is connected to Lincoln box. 
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Boeet. COLOMBIA, is the least likely 

place on earth, perhaps, to offer the world 
a glimpse of a customized car. But, here it 
is, which only goes to prove global interest 
in auto restyling. 

Starting out as a ‘51 Kaiser, and subse- 
quently wrecked, the totalled-out hulk was 
snatched up by Gerald Riddell for 500 pesos 
($150). Having rolled over 4 times, the tur- 
ret top was no longer of much value so it 
was discarded entirely and the body and 
frame strengthened sufficiently so the Kaiser's 
life could continue, this time as a convertible. 

As is widely done in our own country, the 
rear fenders were extended some 18 inches to 
frame the continental kit. Hardest of all was 
oe the convertible top mechanism from 
a Buick. 
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~ SOUTH AMERICA STYLE 





Since the 4-door now boasted of only two 
doors, Baranquilla’s leading upholsterer was 
called upon to have the front seat so en- 
trance to the after portion of the cockpit could 
be gained. 1953 Buick headlight rims and 
Studebaker taillights completed the ciustom- 
izing project and when the red and grey rag- 
top emerged from the paint shop it immedi- 
ately became city-renowned. 

Owner Riddell admits his car is a real 
rarity due, in part, to the fact that importa- 
tion of special equipment or car parts from 
the States borders on the illegal, so all parts 
had to be scrounged from local wrecking 
yards — which, in turn are darnéd rare. @ 


Racing Pilms AVAILABLE 


Se-Cal Productions’ library of Speed-sport films 
is now available for rental. These 16 mm 
racing movies are all in color and sound and 
cover all phases of the sport — hot rods, stock 
cars, sport cars, boats, etc. Included are such 
events as the National Championship Drags, 
Daytona Speedweeks, Pikes Peak and many 
others. For complete list of films available 
write: Se-Cal Productions, 1104 So. Victory 
Bivd., Burbank, California. @ 
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AY UTOMOTIVE RESTYLING fans no long- 

er need spend their hard earned money 
om customizing projects only to discover the 
changes they had so eagerly anticipated turned 
out horribly — or even warse. Too often, ideas 
which appear well-proportioned on paper re- 
semble complete casualties when applied to 
the full-size-car. But those days are over for 
custom fans have an outlet at last for their 
talents and desires within a short distance of 
their front doors. And, economically, too. Even 
radicalism, such as-chopping, sectioning and 
channeling is within their grasp — for-a single 
dollar bill. Of particular interest is the fact 
that ideas can be actually tried on cars identi- 
cal to your own. If changes meet with your 
approval, duplicate them on your own caf. 
If not, you're out a buck and some time, but © 
nothing more. 

Eyebrows may raise and brows may furrow 
by the time the foregoing has thoroughly 
soaked in, but what you've just read is abso- 
lutely true. Brand-new Fords, Buicks, Mercurys 
and Chryslers have already been subjected to 
the ists’ surgety; and thousands~ more 
await their fate —and they'ré as near to you 


as the corner drugstore! 
NOVEMBER; 1956 


If you're really confused, we had best en- 
lighten you and admit that though the cars 
mentioned above are as reai as the chairs you're 
sitting on, they average only eight inches in 
length. It’s those fabulously detailed, beanti- 
fully molded, miniature plastic cars whose_ 
production, quantity-wise, may soon surpass 
even that of their full-size brethren. 

Scale model cars and trucks have been mar- 
keted for several years and the hero who first 
wielded a knife or razor blade over one has 
been forgoteen. But as newer models made 
their way to hobby and toy stores ‘round the 
world, interest in changing their outward ap- 
pearance virtually skyrocketed. 

There are two basic reasons why youngsters, 
teenagers and adults turn to the models as a 
vent-for their emotions. First, it stems from 
a desire to be creative though initiative to 
be totally creative is lacking. Here we have 
something tangible to begin with, something 
that can be easily altered to suit our own 
desires in a short time. Second, those not old 
enough — or financially blessed — to own a car 
but-who have an interest-in things: automo- 
tive and are anxious to try their hand at the 

(continued) 
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CUSTOMIZING IN MINIATURE 
(continued) 


auto restyling game. They've seen, heard about 
and read of cars altered in one way or another 
and feel they want to follow suit. Here they 
can forge ahead on their own for a dollar bill 
—and if they goof along the way they haven't 
reduced a formerly usable automobile to 
worthless junk. 

As long ago as five or six years custom 
shops, like Barris Kustoms, for one, were buy- 
ing scores of these miniatures and painting 
them every imaginable color (and some not so 
imaginable!) in order to see how the experi- 
mental shade would appear if applied to a 
full-size counterpart. 

Several large companies are engaged in 
volume distribution of the finely executed 
plastic creations and market them in model 
and hobby shops, supermarkets, drugstores, in 
fact, wherever toys of any type are sold, you'll 
find an assortment of scaled-down Detroit 
products. However, the line of 56 American 
passenger cars made by Revell of Venice, Cali- 
fornia, is perhaps the most easily adaptable to 


customizing and, furthermore, offers the cus- 
tomer: the widest variety of models and body 
types from which to select. 

To such an extent has the fad grown that 
several hobby stores in various parts of the 
nation hold annual contests in which their 
customers ate urged to restyle the kits to 
their own choosing and awards are offered 
as inducements — often in the form of more 
car kits. - 

Whatever the reasons, the motivations or 
other factors and ambitions behind the urge 
to re-create, ROD & CUSTOM presents here- 
with a portion of the latest Revell passenger 
cars — customized by professional modelbuild- 
ers as well as members of the R & C staff 
who, we might add, have assembled during 
compilation of this report a scaled-down park- 
ing lot which would put many a custom car 
show to shame. 

And shutter bugs will be happy to learn 
that the accompanying photographs were 


made with a Rollieflex camera, some of the 
close-up shots by the use of a portrait lens and 
many having only an ordinary desk lamp as 
a light source. 











tsk aii testing dts ond dns Wi medal exc'aud aa miniature cars. Box con- 
tains simple instructions plus a plastic bag with all car parts, Geode tan ton 


OF PRIMARY importance to the model 
builder is the fact that the full line of 
Revell’s "55 and.’56 passenger cars is made to 
the same scale, %-inch to the foot. That is to 
say, each }-inch measurement of the plastic 
models represents twelve inches on the full- 
size counterpart. Thus it immediately becomes 
evident that a component part of one model 
cam be grafted to any other car without that 
part seeming to be gargantuan in size. Natu- 
rally, exactly as in the real thing, substitution 
or transplanting of parts is accompanied only 
by a bit of trimming to the surrounding 
“metal”. But, more of that later. 


In this same vein, as long as Revell has 
seen fit to offer their cars with scaled-down 
engines, we hop up enthusiasts just might as 
well swap engines back and forth. A bit more 
trimming and cutting will be needed here, 
too, but this is not quite the chore it is on 
full size cars. 

Presently available are the Cadillac ElDo- 
rado, Mercury Montclair 4-door hardtop, Buick 
Riviera sedan, Chrysler New Yorker hardtop 
and Ford Sunliner convertible. Slated for in- 
troduction soon are some of our "57 cars and, 
perhaps; a few of the “dream cars” that our 
manufacturers have been teasing us with for 
a few years now. 

It is always best to begin operations on a 
reasonably simple level, so the first bit of re- 
styling will revolve around the job of 
“chrome” removal. Since side stripping of the 
models is molded as part of the body sides, 
removal consists of stripping the raised lines 
from the panels. This is best accomplished 
with a razor blade followed by sanding with 
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fine emery paper or #320 wet-or-dry auto- 
motive sandpaper. Even the i 
leave scratches in the plastic, 


sanded down as though the 8-inch masterpi 
were the real thing. Several of the models 
offer hood ornaments and medallions which 
are separate from the panel to which they 
should be affixed, and their attachment is 
simplified by the inclusion of holes into which 
pegged additions fit, held by a drop of 
glue. Leaving these adornments off means 
holes to be filled. Depending upon the size 


filled by dropping a spot of cement over the 
hole, allowing it to harden, then sanding it 
down. Larger holes can be filled with putty 
or mastic, available at model stores, or by 
cementing in a piece of extra plastic sheet 
cut to the shape of the unwanted opening. 
(continued) 
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R & C asked Budd Anderson, professional 
model-builder for Revell, Inc., to come up 
with a pint-size custom so he tackled this Mer- 
cury Montclair 4-door hardtop with sketches 
made by R & C’s Lynn Wineland as a guide. In Merc side panel is one piece, as shown below 
a case such as this it would not do to follow completed model. Top edges of fenders are i 
exactly the kit's assembly instructions, so the cemented in later during the final assembly. 
body sides were first sectioned, then the shell 
of the body was pieced together. Minor al- 
terations followed, such as “de-chroming” and 
handle-removing, then the shell was carefully 
sanded. The inner fender panels and upholstery 
were next altered to fit, the chassis assembled 
and fitted. Painting followed. The time re- 
quired for such a project could run into a good 
many hours, but it is the cost outlay that makes 
it so appealing. Liking the finished project, 
and were he blessed sufficiently financially, he 
could treat his full-size Merc in exactly the 
same manner knowing full-well that the out- 
come would please him. Many custom shops } : 
submit restyled miniatures to their prospective $ co Fs 
customers. If the suggested designs are rejected, ‘ ; 
it is simple to whip up another sample fer pre- As én real car, seats must be dropped before 
reproductions of a customer's car can be painted  smstallation im model. Here calipers are used 
unusual colors until one is found to his liking. to check amount taken from seat side. 





Body trim is “chromed plated” after painting 
of body. Car is assembled next, the end result 
shown in photo right compared to stock model. 
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Taken during stages of body sectioning, this 
discloses where cut was made through panel. 
Amount removed was 3/16", or 6" on real car. 


R & C’s stylist Wimeland, left, Anderson and 
Revell’s chief builder, Hoeppner, confer dur- 
ing radical customizing of Merc Montclair. 


Revell’s Budd Anderson used jeweler's saw to 
section body panel. Care and forethought will 
assist im fitting reworked pieces together. 


Special primer paint is applied arownd areas 
that required extensive rework. After barden- 
ing, primer was sanded before painting. 

















CUSTOMIZING IN MINIATURE 
(comtsmued). 

All the models are made of styrene plastic 
so only styrene plastic cement will suffice. It 
acts not as a glue or paste, bur rather as a bond- 
ing agent which leaves but little residue when 
dry. Actually, it softens adjoining pieces of 
the styrene and, when dry, they become fused. 
Doorhandles, trunk and hood ornaments, 
nameplates and insignias can be similarly 
trimmed off, or left off, by either the razor- 
trimming or plugging-with-cement steps. 

More radical body modifications require 
special tools, a steady hand, forethought and 
a cettain amount of skill and patience. With 
these you can construct the most radical, out- 
of-this-world dream car your imagination can 
conjure up — providing you use the kit-sup- 
plied parts as a starting point. But, as we have 
all learned by hacking into real cars, construc- 
tion methods between models vary. For in- 
stance, the Revell Mercury is more easily sec- 
tioned than is the Cadillac. The top on the 
Ford truck is far easier to chop than that of 
the Buick, etc. Perhaps the most universal 
of the radical modifications is sectioning — and 
this because it’s equally hard on all the little 
cars! The photos shown here inelude the sec- 
tioning, and end result, of the Mercury Mont- 
clair. Another shows a sectioned Ford con- 
vertible midway in construction. With this 
operation we find that, again like in our full 
size prototypes, we cannot merely slice a piece 
from around the car’s midsection and glue the 
upper and lower portions back together. The 
cuts can only be made on parallel lines, but 
often, because of the interference of fender 
and door lines, the cuts are made at different 
elevations on various panels. For example, the 
Merc was cut through the front fender above 
the wheel cutout, back through the door at 


the same elevation, then a stepdown of about’ 


%-inch (8 inches on the real Merc!) before 
continuing back through the rear fender. And 
since the new Revell models have individual 
panels representing the inner upholstery which 
must be cemented to the inside of the outer 
panels, the simulated trim must be similarly 
sectioned. Here’s where forethought pays off. 
However, bear in mind that each and every 
side panel must be halved, the section removed 
on a parallel with the initial cut, and the 
pieces re-cemented by butting the edges. The 
resulting seam can be later filled with styrene 
cement or putty and sanded to perfection be- 
fore painting. 

36 








Top chopping, while not impossible, can 
lead to difficulty. The real car's sliced compo- 
nents can be heated and bent to conform with 
new, lower lines, but that is difficult here for 
the pieces needing this treatment are so dog- 
goned small. However, try and limit chopping 
to vertical sections to ease the re-fitting pro- 
cedure. For the Ford truck this is a snap, on 
modern passenger cars it is best, for example, 
to not chop the desired amount from the 


slanted windshield posts, but to eliminate the 
posts altogether and fabricate new ones from 
leftover bits of plastic or from stock available 


ming with a razor blade or sharp knife is 


we 


New Yorker hardtop was altered to resemble a 
300” track car, complete with exhaust outlet 
just ahead of rear wheel and rollbar. Added 
realism could be had by denting fender, per- 
haps rippled top to indicate past roll over. 


Lowering and customizing are almost in- 
separable terms, so it is merely a matter of 
course to lower a Revell model. The newest 
models offer competely detailed chassis with 
rear springs as separate items to be cemented 
into place. Lowering in back is easily accom- 
plished by cementing pieces of plastic berween 
the springs and the rear axles — exactly like 
the installation of full size lowering blocks. 
Since the frames are well detailed, enough 
clearance is given between the frame and axle 
to allow for a sizeable drop. Bat, for best fin- 
ished appearance keep your drop on a scaled- 


fenders drag the ground. This isn’t practical 
for real cars and looks just as out of place 
on the model. 


possible, but the saw will do the neatést job. 
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Up front we run into a different proposi- 
tion. The models have simulated “real” 
suspensions with molded A-frames, springs, 
etc. However, the wheels are mounted on a 
steel axle which fits into holes provided 
through the front end components. Lowering 
here is easiest by slotting the axle holes so 
the steel rod can be positioned further up — 
thus dropping the chassis. Often this may 
mean trimming or slotting inner fender panels, 
frame members or maybe even trimming 
away a portion of the wheels. The smaller- 
scale but equally well-detailed Ford truck is 
suspended in front exactly like its prototype. 
The front axle is mounted beneath the springs. 
Replacing the axle above the springs gives 
quite a radical drop but means notching the 
frame rails and leaving off the tierod. 

Revell has available a special paint mixture 
which adheres to the styrene plastic as auto- 
motive lacquer does to primered metal. 98 
cents will purchase a bottle of cement, paint 
thinner, eight different colors and a small 
brush to satisfy the whims of most painting 
enthusiasts. An artist's airbrush works well 
for painting the models and leaves, a streak- 
less finish, but simce access to one is gener- 
ally hard to come by, the brush method will 
suffice for all but the most finicky builder. 

The model customizer might find it desir- 
able to make a hardtop or coupe out of a 
convertible and be faced with making a com- 
pound-curve turret top. If the top from an- 
other model wil] not fit under any conditions, 
sheets of styrene plastic, in various thicknesses, 
are available from the model supply shop. 
Simple curves can be formed by holding the 
sheet or strip near a 100-watt light bulb — 


‘lighted, of course. Work the plastic with the 


fingers while holding it near the heat source 
and soon it will feel more or less limp and 
can be easily formed to the curve desired. 
immersing it in a pan of warm water — not 
necessarily boiling — will do the job just as 
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Standard Revell pickup, with added tail- 
pipes, poses beside similar model which, 
in addition to lowering, bas been chop- 
ped and channeled. Model was treated 
as full size hauler might be—bood 
sectioned amount of channeling so front 
fenders could remain at stock beight. 


well. Compound curves are a little more tricky. 
A form can be made of plaster of paris or 
carved from wood. This would not be unlike 
a stamping die, but only one-half of it is 
necessary. Lay the sheet over the forfh and 
place it in the oven with a setting of “Low”. 
Don’t turn the flame up too far or you'll open 
the oven later to find only a few cinders re- 
maining. As soon as the plastic becomes 
pliable, it may be worked over the mold with 
a gloved hand until it attains the desired 
curves. Removing it from the stove and allow- 
ing it to cool will give you the shape you 
desire. It may then be trimmed and cemented 
to adjoining sections. 


(continued) 
























Stock Ford convertible, left, as compared to 
body altered for “ragtop” rasing and another 
during sectioning and de-chroming process. 
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maker's hand-held electric grinder 


It is best, though, to mark or scribe an outline 
of the deésited finished opening so you won't 
goof and grind too much plastic away. 


Stock ElDorado convertible rests 
below customized model fitted 
with chopped top from a Buick 
Riviera. Body shell at right is 
also a Cad, but bas shortened 
top tarp-covered pickup box. 
Tailgate was formed by bottom 
of stock deck lid reshaped to 
fill “gap between fenders and 
below bed of El Dorado balf-ton. 





Well detailed ougines of Revell models, mill 
from Cadillac illustrated, can be interchanged 
between cars since ¥e"=1 fe. is standard scale. 
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Mark H, oak ae Wns Se Sa = 
Cad EiDosade or 
“total” wreck oo be SMeocnsy Monaclais 
(as happened when your Editor set his con- 
servatively customized hardtop too close to an 
open gas flame — poof! the most beautiful 
total you've ever seen!}. 

Realism, even more than the models in- 
corporate, can be had by adding such touches 
as turned front wheels, cars slightly lower on 
one side than on the other to give it a sense 
of actually cornering. Cars converted to racing 9 
stockers can be dented and bashed as are their 
counterparts. A good example of a modified # 
stock-cat would be the Ford convertible fitted ” 
with rollbar, devoid of hubcaps or white side- 
well tires, perhaps with a bashed fender and § 
a Cadillac or Chrysher engine nestled away in 9 
the hoodless front end. 

Whatever your. desires in the auto restyl- # 
ing or modifying field, try your luck first on 9 
the 98c miniatures. The end result will help 
adorn your mantelpiece — perhaps nestled be- 
tween the trophies: your: won after— altering 
your full size car to follow the lines of the 
reworked model! @ 
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REVELL INCORPORATED, and ROD & 

RR cosreee have joined forces in staging a 
nation-wide contest for builders of restyled or 
modified model cars. If you want to practice 
the metalman’s art in plastic, whip up your 
version of a custom and ship it off to us right 
away. Choose any plastic auto model — even 
foreign, sports or antique car if you wish — and 
use your noggin in doping out changes to be 
made. A semi-custom, or moderately restyled 
model, has as good, or better, a chance at win- 
ning than, say, does a radical but obviously 
hurried attempt at automotive transformation. 
And be practical! Don’t lower them so far as to 
mal driving. Remember, go as wild, or as con- 
servative, as you want but stay within reason! 
Judging will be based on originality, attention 
to detail, meatness, practicability and general 
awareness of the art of customizing. Judges will 
include members of the R & C staff, the pro- 
fessional builders of Revell, Incorporated and 
well-known customizer George Barris. Their 
decisions are to be final. Attach a small tag or 
card to your car for identification purposes, 
bundle the car up in cotton or tissue paper, 
place it in the box in which it came, wrap and 
tie it securely, mark “Fragile” in a conspicuous 
place and send it to Model Contest, ROD & 
CUSTOM, 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Hollywood, 
California. Be swre to include ample postage. 
All of the models will be returned as soon after 
the deadline as possible. BUT allow time for 


mailing. The 
names Sa AP ome the winners — a rear their 
cars will appear in a subsequent issue. Now, 
check the prize list below. 
Ist prize ________._________$50.00 bond. 
2nd prize __.___________________.§25.00 bond. 
3rd prize _____Choice of $15.00 worth of 
Revell models. 
Choice of $10.00 worth of 
Revell models. 
Sth through 7th prize Choice of $7.00 worth 
of Revell models. 
8th through 10th prize Choice of $4.50 worth 
of Revell models. 

Deadline for mailing entries — send as many 
as you wish—is midnight, December 31st. 
Announcement of winners and photos of their 
entries will appear in the April, 1957 issue. 
All the winners will be notified via mail, and 
will be sent Revell catalogues for selection of 
their prizes. 

Entries must be limited to readers within 
the Continental United States, including Ha- 
waii and Alaska, and to members of the Armed 
Forces overseas. This contest is not open to 
employees of Quinn Publications, Petersen 
Publishing Company, Revell, Incorporated, or 
members of their families. The contest is sub- 
ject,to all State and Federal regulations. We 
cannot assume responsibility for entries, how- 
ever every precaution will be taken, while the 
models are in our possession, to see that no 
damage occurs. 


4th prize _____ 





Strip the ornament off the hood of a late model car, and what have you 
got? Holes — both large and small. Don't fret, though, for here’s how to... 


DE-CHROME 


YOUR OWN HOOD 


CAR MANUFACTURERS have overcome the earlier troubles of stamping large exp 

of metal to desired shape (hence the many 2-piece panels in cars several years old) and, 
almost without exception, are whomping out things like hoods at a single blow. And, as long 
as we're on the subject of hoods, let us note the fact that customizers of later model cars are 
no longer confronted with the tortuous, expensive problems of filling in a center dividing 
seam. However, as though taking one thorn from the bodyman’s side only to add another, the 
manufacturers seem to revel in the glory of cutting large holes in said hood for the express 
purpose of mounting those big, ungainly hood ornaments .and medallions. Confronted with 
the stigma of wishing to motor about in a de-ornamented-hood car, but being faced with a 
gaping hole large enough to stuff one’s fist through if the medallions are ashcanned, there are 
more than just a few enthusiasts unhappily tooling about the country with their wishes still 
in their heads — looking out over the top of some giant winged gizmo. 

But —R & C to the rescue! George Barris, through the magic of the following photo 

shows all smooth-hood diehards how the yawning holes can be turned into expanses of glisten- 
ing metal with nary a wrinkle ‘twixt old steel and new. Ready? Here we go: 


First step in hood filling is, naturally enough, exposing the boles by removal of trim. Before 
firing wp the torch, grind paint from areas to be worked so burned scale will mot cause flaws 
in lead which follows. Small boles are countersunk with rotary grinding before brazing step. 
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Braze is applied to boles. Technique is to beat metal to proper temp, circle bole with metal 
50 that it grows smaller and smaller until gone. The large bole must be plugged with a piece of 
metal, so one is cut from sheet stock of same gauge as bood metal. It is then romgh-formed. 
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Hit and miss, or trial and error, method will bring metal insert wp to proper shape after 
which st is trimmed to fit into opening. Then, it is tack-brazed into position. Small boles 
just above hood lip are filled next, all brazing being completed before grinding or leading. 


Tinning compound is applied with rag (or steel-wool) by beating both wiping pad and canned 
powder, dipping pad into the latter. Hood metal is then heated, pad rubbed briskly over # 
wntil metal appears extremely shiny. Lead is then applied as usual, file used to smooth it. 
42 
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Bodyman’s pecking hammer is tapped spwards from beneath hood to raise any metal areas which 
may bave shrunk or stretched downward. Important to know is that many light taps are better 
than a few beavy ones! After seam arownd insert is brazed, all holes are grownd down then cleaned., 








Bereme high spots can be cut to proper plane by body grinder but lead is far softer than 
eel so don’t cut too deep. Further filing will bring bood nose to perfection, then it is pre- 
fared for painting as bas been explained in past issues. End result discloses lack of gaping boles. 
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ELIEVERS IN the name of Studebaker 
> have found that company’s lack of a con- 
yertible model a bitter pill to swallow. It is, 
perhaps, the financial resources of the con- 
cern, in relation to the bank balances of 
Chrysler, General Motors and Ford, which 
caused lack of introduction of a ragtop, for 
a heavier, sturdier (therefore more expensive) 
frame setup is required in order to properly 
support the topless body. Whether this be 
the fact behind the matter or nor, followers 


Pins were made of sheet metal, contowred to 


of the clan wil! be interested in knowing 
that convertibilizing a hardtop model is not 
only a possibility, but has indeed become a 
reality in several instances. One of the ex- 
amples, shown here, is a "53 model which, 
builders at Chicago's Gil’s Custom Shop 
state, can be duplicated for a mere $600. 
When first brought to their doors, the body- 
men at Gil’s were anxious to dig into owner 
Sam Urso’s project so the long-awaited result 
could be viewed. Now complete, appearance 


Nea handles, one om each side of top, were 


shape desired then welded and leaded to the added to aid in removing the turret. W ben in 


otherwise stock fenders of the '53 Studebaker. 
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place, Stude resembles the bardtop stockers. 
ROD AND CUSTOM 





Photos by Spence 


> Much work was needed to alter fenders so 
they could receive these Plymouth lights. In 
addition to fins, fenders were extended 
0. slightly and kicked wp. Other than this, 
though rear of Stude convertible very closely 
resembles any other stock Studebaker hardtop. 





























Small latches on windshield fetes retain 
Wp securely. Rubber insulating strip beneath 
the front edge of top seals cockpit quite smug. 
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has been definitely improved and, despite 
many miles of hard driving, not a squeak or 
a rattle has developed. 

Aligned with pegs fore and aft, and re- 
tained with special industrial latches when 
installed, the top can be easily removed or 
replaced, whichever variation suits the callings 
of Mother Nature. So easily can the top be 
stripped from the Stude, that a recent remov- 
ing-race against a Thunderbird found the 
Stude’s owner victorious. 

Other modifications include finned fenders, 
the trailing edges of which were fitted with 
Plymouth taillamp assemblies,-and a totally 
grilleless front end treatment which, the 
owner states, interferes not with the hopped 
up Studebaker’s cooling department due to a 
scoop located beneath the front bumper. 

Total modifications to date have set the 
owner back approximately $1800, including 
the two tone Naugahyde interior. @ 
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THE 1956 RECORDS FROM... 


BONNEVILLE 


C streamliner 
D streamliner 
E streamliner 


Open, under 1500 cc 
Closed, under 1500 cc 
Open, over 1500 cc 

Closed, over 1500 cc 


NATIONAL SPEED TRIALS 


Entry (fer) 


The Perry Boys 
Carroll Thompson 
Bill Summers 
Wesley Bevly, Jr. 
Voigt Automotive 
Ak Miller 

Don Waite 

Ruddy & Weinstein 
Ross & Jacobson 
Jim Lindsley 


Experimental Auto. 
Valley Auto Spl. 
Hales & Moll 

Cooper Racing Cars 
Bill Burke 

Daly & Charbonneau 
Duncan, Hill, Davis 
Shadoff Spl. 

Art Chrisman 
Kenz-Leslie 


SPORTS CARS 
Jack Cardwell 
Bill Scace 
Guy Mabee 
Barnes & Larsen 


Gid recerd and year set 
160.90 1955 
norecord * 
174.13 1955 
no record 
179.15 1955 
137.59 1952 
187.66 1953 
186.09 1952 
203.34 1955 
202.07 1954 
152.94 1955 
no record 
155.46 1955 
no record 
152.60 1955 
109.60 1955 
180.87 1954 
180.87 1954 
190.84 1955 
194.34 1952 
211.27 1955 
209.48 1953 
183.63 1954 
118.27 1955 
136.90 1952 
162.95 1950 
236.84 1955 
248.26 1954 
216.53 1953 
255.41 1953 
95.04 1954 
110.66 1954 - 
187.17 1954 
136.39 1955 
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KANSAS CITY 





NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP DRAG RACES 





Class Entry Body and engine - Recerd 
Dragster Cal Rice "53 Chrysler 152.28 
A & sed. ae 5 Austin, 51 Chrys. 128.20 
comp. cpe. rowe in, t 
Long Beach, Cal 
B comp. cpe. & sed. Don Little "32 Ford, '46 Merc. 123.11 
Long Beach, Cal 
A mod. roadster i '27 Ford, 49 Olds. 129.68 
Kansas City, Mo 
B mod. roadster Jim Noble '27 Ford, '53 DeSoto 134.93 
Inglewood, Cal 
A hot roadster Don Morgan "30 Ford, '46 Ford 118.42 
Amarillo, Tex 
B hot roodster Dave Marquez "32 Ford, '49 Merc. 124.82 
Santa , Cal 
A fuel Don Cartwright "34 Ford, '53 Chry. 115.38 
Vancouver, 
B fuel Homer Dobbs ’39 Ford, "48 Merc. 97.29 
Birmingham, Ala 
4barrel dragster Robert Mullen 29 Ford 91.09 
A ‘ohn Mulkey 55 Chevy, drgstr 125.17 
open, gas y . , Orgstr. . 
8 tyne nit - 34 Dodge, drgstr 115.68 
, gas ite e, 3 
ck ae Amarillo, Tex. 
A roadster Dale Hartong '29 Ford, 53 Chry. 119.68 
Akron, Ohio 
B roadster Otis Smith '27 Ford, 55 Chevy 115.23 
Akron, Ohio 
A altered Carl! Grines 48 Fiat, "56 Buick 118.26 
Phoenix, Ariz. 
B altered Jack Randall "47 Cros, 56 Corvette 114.79 
Encinitas, Cal. 
C altered Buddy son "32 Ford, '48 Ford 110.15 
Dallas, Tex. 
A street roadster ) mola '29 Ford, '40 Chevy 104.28 
B street roadster Dennie Hildebrandt "34 Ford, 51 Chry. 108.17 
Norwalk, Calif. 
A gas Johnnie Loviean "32 Ford, "53 Buick 109.89 
Ft. Worth, Tex. 
B gas H. L. Davis "40 Ford, ‘52 Chry. 106.38 
Ft. Worth, Tex. 
C gas Jack Lankert "55 Chevy, '54 Chry. 98.68 
D Dovid Merciay "54 Dodge, 'S5 Dodge 100.89 
gas . 5 
Amaritio, Tex. 
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EVERETT McCLELLAND’S “baby giant”, 

a hand-made miniature cab-over-engine 
truck, has drawn attention of auto show fans 
in Northern California at several exhibitions 
during recent years. This unique and cleverly 
built vehicle has been publicized locally and 
is a continual source of curiosity to those who 
happen to see it parked on the streets or 
tooling down the highway with the 33-year- 
old body shop operator at the wheel. Being 
somewhat of a perfectionist, however, Mac 
lately stood off to view his creation objec- 
tively and decided that he could improve 
matters by switching the engine to a space 
directly below the cab seat. This would give 
him more leg space in the cab and improve 
traction by shifting the engine’s weight to a 
point nearer the rear wheels. 

With this idea in mind, the original Ford 
60 mill was pulled, discarded and a new 
Studebaker 6 procured. Then, to mount this, 
Mac built a long “U” shaped frame of heavy 
pipe and set it within the existing 4-inch 
channel iron frame. At points where stress 
or twisting motion might occur the “U” was 
attached by hinged brackets to permit the 
mecessary freedom and flexibility desired. 
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Finally, when the new mill was installed, it 
was coupled to the rear end assembly directly 
through the universal joint ...no drive shaft 
was needed. 

The next problem presented itself when it 
was discovered that the rear base of the cab 
didn’t clear the top of the mill. This diffi- 
culty was overcome by cutting away the body, 
bending it in as required with adequate re- 
inforcement to prevent any weakness that 
might otherwise occur. 

After figuring out a linkage system for 
the transmission gear-shift, Mac went to work 
on the electrical wiring. For easy access and 
quick trouble-shooting he installed an 8-pole 
terminal block at a location handy to the 
cover plate of the engine. Also, in the cab 
at a point on the dash directly above the 
steering column, a panel of toggle switches 
was mounted for convenient control of vari- 
ous lights and other electrical devices with 
which the truck is equipped. 

For those unfortunately not familiar with 
the rig, here is a brief rundown of variou 
other features: 

Built originally at a cost of about $6,000, 
Everett McClelland started the project as @ 
spare-time hobby while recuperating from an 
injury. The little giant has a frame of %4 x 4” 
welded channel iron and mounts ten Crosley 
wheels. Those in the rear carry 4:50 x 12 tires 
while the front ones are 5:00 x 12's. A paif 
of six gallon side-mounted fuel tanks supply 
gas to an electric pump. For brakes, the front 
engine pulley turns a compressor, supplying 
air to a reservoir which, in turn, sends ai 
through an air-hydraulic system which act 
on all wheels equally. Rear axles are Studé 
baker, altered, of course, while the front ax! 
is a specially designed unit dropped so th 
the pan of the former Ford 60 engine co 
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be removed without obstruction. Each axle 
has a pair of shock absorbers. Wheel tread 
is 46” in front and 53” in the rear. The 
steering gear is a combination of Ford and 
Chevrolet parts cleverly united. 

Access to the radiator is accomplished by 
means of an inconspicuous, flush-mounted 
tilt-down panel located directly above the 
chrome plated grille. The cab doors are 
latched electrically by concealed switches. The 
instrument panel is handsomely grained with 
a rich-looking expensive veneer and has, be- 
sides the usual instruments, a tachometer and 
aif-pressure gauge. 

The cab, built of 4’x 8’ panels of 18- and 
20-gauge sheet metal supplied by the Glen 
B. Mohs Co. of Oakland, was hammered out 
and welded to shape with an absolute mini- 
mum of lead. Besides a pair of chromed ex- 
haust stacks and ditto diamond step plates, 
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Except for the relative size of the wheel, this 
could well be the glamorized interior of any 
cab-over truck. Notice angle at which the clutch 
and brake pedals protrude from bulkbead. 


Rear license plate gives indication that this 
ss not @ giant adjusting the aerial om 4 oross- 
country hauler. Owner McClelland built the 
vig from scratch, often alters the little truck. 
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Chassis layout reveals method of powering 


When further-forward V8 60 was jerked in 
favor of under-seat Stude 6, it was found that both rear axles, shows proximity of engime to 
U-joint alone would span distance between rear wheels. Frame is 4%" x 4" channel iron 
transmission and the double rear end wnit. welded. The engine frame is mounted flexibly. 
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First powered by V8 60 posstioned over froms 
axle, owner switched to Stude 6 mounted fur- 
ther aft for needed legroom. Here he prepares 
to make ready for the in-line after jerking V8. 
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interest and ability with tools can be equally 
creative if endowed with sufficient persistence 
and imagination. Always busy and in demand, 
Everett McClelland can always spare a mo- 
ment to make a suggestion or lend a hand 
in furthering the project of some enthusiastic 
car builder ...so much so that the observer 
is led to reflect on the old, time honored 
motto, WORK CAN BE FUN! And Mac's 
hauler proves it. @ 
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The lack of deorkendles covedls a sense of cautemiing on ewuet's 
pert. Naturally, doors are electrically opened by pusbbuttons. 











MINNESOTA 


MENNESOTA ISN’T necessarily the best 

place to go in search of customs, for 
this Northern State’s rough winters are not 
conducive to the lowering enthusiast’s work. 
However, the cars up there ‘that bevé under- 
gone the torch are certainly not to be sneezed 
at. For instance, Norman Wesp’s °55 Olds- 
mobile Holiday. 

The McCullough-blown engine sports a %4 
cam and a Mallory ignition. Other additives 
beneath the hood, though not necessarily of 
the power-producing variety, sparkle with 

chrome plating: 


en? . 


Residents of Anoka were glad 
custom emerge from the paint shop with is 
jet black paint job for they knew it takes 
merve to cover a reworked body that shade. 
But Norman knew the custom could take it 
—and that’s proof enough of customizing 


perfection. @ 
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[7 35 s0t accidental that this iss devoted 
heavily to the ‘49-51 Ford, include-e 
such model from a faithful reader. Jerry 
Morris, hailing from lowa’s Waterloo, was 
not long in realizing that Ford's 50 was 
practically asking for modification. So, not 
long after its acquisition the ragtop was rolled 
into the shop with orders for frenching, fill- 
ing and restyling to proceed immediately. 
The °54 Chevy grille bar with its comple- 
ment of ‘53 Chevy teeth is perhaps the most 
striking alteration — though the filled hood, 
frenched lights and Dodge side trim are out- 
standing features. "Round back we find tail- | 
lights from a ‘52 Olds, an electrically opened 
turtle deck devoid of trim, a pair of hand- 
some Merc skirts reworked to fit the Ford's 
pamels, frenched quarter panel seams and a 
gas fill pipe neatly concealed within the trunk. 
The Hi-Fi record player emits sound 


— four speakers within the driver's 





WEBARLY half of our 48 states already presented in this series, readers in the states not yet 

cowered ere urged to submit photos of their cars. Here, alphabetically, are the states already 
publicized together with o listing of the issues in which they appeared. 
Alepeme Sept 55 lowa Nov. "56 Ohio Nov. "55 
California July '55 Kansas July '55 Okichoma July '56 
Connecticut Jan. 56 Kentucky Oct. "55 Pennsylvania Nov. ‘55 
Merida Feb. '56 Massachusetts July ‘56 Texas March ‘56 
Georgie Dec. '55 Minnesota Nov. '56 Virginia Aug. '55 
bdahe Aug. 55 Missouri March '56 Washington Jan. ‘56 
Winets Sept. '55 New Jersey Aug. '56 Wisconsin Feb. ‘56 

New York Aug. '56 








“Mere appearance isn’t all...” 





BAHAMA BLUE BABY 


By Marge Lawrence 








Neatly flanking the license plate are taillights 
from 4’'48 Frazier. Barely discernable in photo, 
white pin striping contrasts nicely with the 
Babama Blue paint job on the well-restored '32. 





Unchopped and wnchanneled, the stock-size 
cockpit is tastefully wpbholstered in 
Naugabyde. Contrasting colors are red & 
and white with vertical-running pleats. 


Engine modifications, not limited to just 
exterior adornments, powered the 
5-window ’tween the lights at 90 mpb. 


Lowered headlight bar contributes to ap- 
pearance of severe height reduction but 
extent of dropping was due only to smaller 
fromt -tires than rear, dropped axle. 








“wHars en Kh WITH YOU TWO GUYS? YOU LOOK 
LIKE YOU VE LOST YOUR BEST FRIEND, SOMETHIN 
WORRYING YOU? 


WE'VE GOT OUR TROUBLES” 


“WHATAYA ram ‘BOUT, 
‘ROUND HERE, 


GOT iT MADE 
BON G0 wot 





"LIKE WE SAID, NO BIT THIS MONTH, CAUSE 
THEM READERS OF royns maven? 
iN ANY SUGGESTION: aed 





AN TOTELL rll 
A LOUSEY BL 


A MISERABLE HUNK OF STEEL, ALt OF 
THIS WORRYING OVER NOTHIN'” 
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* ANY WAY-PUFF PUFF AFTER WED- PUFF 
PUFF ~ REMOVED - PUFF -STUDS, ARIN...” 


~* 


“OKAY, OK AY, WE CLEANED OFF THE BLOCK, 
THEM WE STARTED BORING...” 





THOUGHT IT WOULD BE A 
TON BORING...” 








“THEY CAN READ AND THEY DONT HATE YOu, 
MAYBE THEY'RE TOO BUSY...” 











Nosed and decked Merc above awaited “dif- 
ferent” grille for a year before owner dreamed 
this wp. “Mesh metal”, installed at right, fills 
void bebind the stock bars, gives big car look. 
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HUNDERBIRD GRILLES are most 
everything a good custom grille should be 
—including expensive. Which is reason 
_ enough for this article. 
\ Here is a “quick and dirty” project for that 
‘dean custom look which, unlike most cus- 
tomizing operations, requires a minimum of 
"pols and skill. In fact, it’s so darn simple 
your girl might install the grille for Christmas; 
if you leave her alone long enough to read 
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his story. 

Finding the less than five bucks worth of 
naterial may be the most difficult part of the 
whole project. To the hardware trade, grille and run the nut up double ti 

eee Stock is known as “perforated metal.” It is pedestrian chaser should 
available in various thicknesses, size and unless clobbering another 
shape of perforations and types of material The perforated metal was 
{including polished stainless steel) from some pieces measuring 18 inches wi 
ege hardware stores and most steel supply long. In making this cut we 
es. Easiest to work with and most often bars so there would be 
ilable is the stock known as “mild steel.” - Incidentally, every time you 
nough for the Mercury, pictured with this take a file and burr the edges 
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“feature, cost $4.85, at the rate of 45¢ a pound. finish. You'll be both pleased and surprised at 
The full size stock sheet was 36 inches wide the number of bloody fingers de-burring will 
Dby 12 feet long, from which our local metal eliminate. Next a flange was bent (ower che 

erchant trimmed a 36- by 36-inch end. At edge of a 2 by 4) along the top, leaving 


same hardware store we picked up a small enough depth to go from the splash pan up- 
of sheet metal screws and a thimble size ward to the hood’s leading edge. 
p of metal-primer undercoat. i 
Early the next Saturday morning the Merc’ 
poked a cold nose outside the garage. After 
stripping chrome teeth and other lattice work 
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Sheet metal is bard to cut, so position snips No? Le Lae ‘ 
@ left, lean on them with all your weight NP i g® 
Half of grille ready for installation (right) . 2 — lL. 
thowing cutouts necessary to fit arownd parts. 1 
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Formed, primed and cut out, left side of grille After both sides of the new grille bad 
is ready to be inserted. (Above), bolting the bolted: tightly, center joint was clamped 4 
panels in place was easy —one side of bolts place, Sheet metal screws along seam 
reached from below, other side from above. rattles, held the adjoining balves to 


a 2 


Mesh grille was painted after ins 

since positioning it is tight squeeze 
would harm surface by scratching. EB 
used im this case matched color of M 











Dagmars caused quite a bit of trouble. Ar 
first we tried to cut the new grille to fit along 
the curves. This not only left a mess of jagged 
ends, but did little to create an impression 
of trimness. Finally in disgust, the ends were 
squared off as shown in the pictures. In 
working with perforated metal you will notice 
there is a good smooth side, and a rough 
back side. We're certain that pedestrians, with 
whom you could come in violent contact, will 
appreciate your facing the smoother side to the 
front. 

As soon as one half the grille was com- 
pletely mutilated to fit, it was hung inside 
the garage and coated with primer. While 
drying, the other half was trimmed and bent 
into the proper shapes. It too was then 
primed. By now the first half-grille had dried 
and was ready for installation. 

The grille was bent and wiggled into place 
behind both Merc impact bars. Only a little 
additional trimming was necessary to com- 
pensate for a little unnoticed excess width 
of the upper bumper bracket. Fortunately, on 
a Mercury, there are a row of bolt holes on 
the back edge of the upper bumper bar. 
These holes normally support the stock grille. 
And they also were ideal to support Rod and 
Custom’s conversion. After both sides of the 


new grille had been installed, and bolted 
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solidly in place, the joint in the center was 
clamped together tightly. Sheet metal screws 
were used to knit the assembly into one 
piece. At a later date these same screws will 
be covered by a very narrow strip of chrome. 

Three and a half hours from starting time 
we almost slammed the hood shut for an 
early approval of the unpainted grille, when 
someone suggested the hood latch could no 
longer be reached through the perforations. 
Again trusty tin snips came into use. a six- 
inch square section of the upper flange was 
trimmed out and filed smooth to remove 
potential danger to unsuspecting fingers. A 
hole was drilled in the release catch, through 
which a bent length of welding rod was 
fitted. The tiny “C” clip, stuck in another 
hole in the hood underlip, holds the catch 
extension rod in place. It can be fingered 
quite easily when the hood is down, more 
than you can say about some stock catches. 

As this Merc is a very, very, conservative 
custom, it had already been decided to paint 
the new grille to match the body color. A 
duplicate polychromatic enamel was used. 

How different you can get does not neces- 
sarily mean how off beat. In the case of our 
Merc, being different consists of understating 
the facts. Even so, many a head turns seeking 
to identify the gray hardtop. @ 








"TH EASILY restyled lines of the late 

Chevy have hit the customizers just as 
hard in Hawaii as here in the US. Evidence 
of this is shown here in the form of D. A. 
Offe’s °55 convertible. 

Stationed by the Navy far across the pond, 
the owner couldn't stand it without his rag- 
top, so over it came, too. Home stomping 
grounds are Wyoming but the alterations 
performed took place out there in the Pacific. 

Of interest is the fact that epoxy resin — 
fiberglass — was used exclusively for all the 
hole- and seam-filling. Joints were, how- 





ever, brazed before application of the stuff. 
Circling the rear wheel cutouts is the chrome 
stripping from the front fenders of a 1953 
Dodge. Both hood and deck have been laid 
bare, the latter unlatched electrically. Lincola 
taillights fit the rear fenders as though in- 
tended to do so, and contoured rod frames 
the front license’ plate in place of the stock 
item. 

Like most of his fellow enthusiasts, Offe 
is not content with the nifty |'il convert — he 
reports that “she” is apart and again going 
under the tor...—err, the resin paddle. @ 
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| 
rod & custom magazine 


5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
Pleas® send me ROD & CUSTOM fer the nex? 
[] 12 months @ $3.00 [-} 24 months @ $5.00 


[[) check [] money order 


IOVEMBER, 1956 


ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL 
MOTORAMA AND MOTOR REVUE 


The Annual! International Motorama and 
Motor Revue, held in Los Angeles each fall 
in Los Angeles, was postponed for a spring 
presentation. Although definite dates have not 
been set, the sponsors announce that the show 
will probably be presented late in April or 
early in May of 1957. 


SOUP YOUR CAR’ New # 
DIRECTORY- CATALOG 
Shows How To Make Your Car 


Amanng new Directory - 

gives you facts on ali track 
road-proven power products. 
Shows how to DOUBLE your car's 
performance, power, pick-up, 


ft, ignition, Superchargers; 
Exrore, ‘Sports Bodies, ofc. 606 


SAVINGS! “How-To” + Power 


KIT > > = 25 
COMPLETE WITH 6x9” KER, LARGE 


GRILLE, 3-WAY CONTROL & CABLE PRE- 
ASSEMBLED — FITS ANY CAR — INSTALL IT 
oss IN one HOUR. 


So ee ANTS, SARIO 





“ 





* FORD 
CHRYSLER 





NEW 1956 CATALOG 
All NEW Fully Illustrated 
Speed and Power Equipment 
Chrome and Custom Accessories 


Buy the Best trom Midwest 
BUY AT CALIFORNIA PRICES 





CATALOG 50c — re- 
funded on first order 


OrREct FACTORY OIstRisBuUTORS 
fercmeriy MIDWEST RACING EQUIPMENT 


13907-H Miles Ave., Cleveland 5, Ohie 
WYoming 1-5977 WYoming 1-4900 














Ce 


Complete with siasts as the welder of 1001 uses. 


Acclaimed by thousands of 
stock, hot rod and customizing enthu- 


Twin Carben Arc 
Torch and acces- 


handle ai! metal- 
craft werk. 


Easily operated from properly wired 
110 volt AC or OC line. The ideal 
gift with a life-long use. Order ¢ 
today on 10-day money back guarantee. 
Literature on larger equipment on request 


1810 S. Fodural' Gt. Chicage 16, Hi. Dept. F-59-" 














LICENSE COLLECTOR 


I collect foreign and domestic license plates 
as a hobby. Among those in my collection are 
some from Holland, England, British Hon- 
duras as well as many from the United States 
and Canada. There are a good many duplica- 
tions in my stack of plates, so I would like to 
hear from another collector for perhaps he 
would like tq trade some with me. 


Dick Mather 7100 Campfield Rd. 
Baltimore 7, Maryland 


CAD CUSTOMIZER 


I am just about to become the proud owner 
of a ‘41 Cadillac club coupe and would like 
a few suggestions from your readers regard- 
ing customizing and hopping up this car. 
This particular model is, in my estimation, 
a fine piece of machinery, as well as good 
looking, and it has heen a source of wonder 
to me that more of them haven't been re- 
styled and/or beefed up performance-wise. 
Do you think any of your readers can help me? 
Jack Eusa 1305 Schnieder Rd. S.E. 

Canton, Ohio 


BLOWER ENTHUSIAST 


After reading your March '56 issue, I be- 
came very interested in superchargers. Could 
you send me any information on the GMC 
blower? I have the blower itself, but have to 
obtain belts, pulleys, adaptors, etc. 


Rodger Floyd San Antonio, Texas 


@ Your best bet would be to contact the 
Moon Equipment Co., at 10935 S. Bloomfield 


| Rd., in Santa Fe Springs, Calif. They handle 


| correspondence for several supercharger out- 


fits and can tell you what you'll need to adapt 
your blower, and where to get the parts. 


LINCOLN CONVERSION 


I'd like some advice on what type of en- | 
gine to install in my ‘41 Lincoln Zephyr to 
replace the V12, and some information on 
how to put in whatever you suggest. The V12 
is more than merely shot, but the body 
and chassis are in good shape. 


Kenn Schietmen Holland; Mich. 


© Your best bet would be to substitute a 
flathead Ford or Mercury V8. The installation 
is simple, only fabricated front engine mounts 
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; needed, and, if you're trying to be eco- 
nomical, these engines can be bad quite rea 
V from amy of several sowrces. 


RECORD RESULTS 


Your coverage of Bonneville, during the 
Meats your magazine has been published, has 
ways been very good. But why, oh why, 
gust we wait until your December issue for 
story? The thing takes place the last week 
August, why not the October issue? 

eorge Wymer San Diego, Cal. 


Magazine deadlines, shipping dates, print- 
m2 procedures, all combine to give us 4 
in amount of time in which to compile 

Ach issue. Deadline is, of course, the last 
in this alloted time. R & C goes to press 
ly three months prior to the date shown 
the cover, or two months before you re- 
it. Thus, December is the earliest issue 
story can be carried in. HOWEVER, 
gh the help of many people, we bave 
2 in giving you in this issue the re- 
s from not only the Bonneville meet, but 
the Championship Drags at Kansas City 
mw well. These you will find on pages 46 and 
y. For the full story of each event, though, 
il bave to bang on until next month, 
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ROD TESTS 


R & C used to have~a more or less regular 
ies on the testing of hot rods. Then, as 
ly as they began, they stopped. I 
Wught your reports on special cars of this 
were very interesting, but I'm wondering 
I imagine many other readers are doing 
ise) how come you've ceased such activi- 

Bes. Wha’ happen’ ? 
Bill Ridder _ Birmingham, Ala. 
For some reason, owners of street rods, or 
other car into which bas been poured a 
yy amount of money over and above 
car's original price, don't wish to bave 
it machinery subjected to the abuse to 
ich it must be put in order to gather com- 
story data. There are, of course, excep- 
to this situation, and these people are 
owners of the cars we report on. Since 
seem to be few and far between, so 
be the road tests. However, we'll con- 
to give them to you as they come 


. O,K.? 
m, 1956 
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PAGE AFTER PAGE jam-packed 
with hund wen 
charts 


FREE! CALCULATOR 


Worth its weight in gold to anyone wanting to 
increase horsepower of any car. 
Rush your name and address to us and we will send 
you both “Directory” and Power calculator by re- 
turn mail. Send only 25¢ (credited on firs order) 
to help cover postage and i 


—— a Diese, tendinnateets 


jes, Dept. 637 
5805 E: Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Colif. 




















ADAPTER HOUSINGS 
Fer 32-48 Ferd, 39-50 Merc. 

Olds & Cod $20.50, Chrys V8 $33.50, Buick V8 $51.50 
Stude G.H. V8 $29.50, Chevy V8 32-53, Ford & Merc $29.50 
All Prices Plus 8% Excise Tex 
BOB'S SPEED SUPPLY 
P.O. Box 3, Chico, Colif. Fi 2-1713 








JUST CHATTERING 





E EDITOR of a well-known sports car 
magazine recently went out about fifty 


“specials” haven't the ghost of a 
chance in American road racing unless they 
afe prepared to spend the price of an expen- 
sive european sports car on their attempt 
to win an event. 

To start with, let's take issue with the term 
“special”. Is this an example of the lengths 
people will go to while avoiding the usage 
of the term “hot rod”? 

Aside from that, this point of view, even 
if true, leaves no room for the idea that 
possibly some people would just as soon 
spend many pesos on building a car that was 
exclusively theirs in design, rather than spend 
an equal amount of lettuce on a production 
sports model with equal performance and a 
comparable price tag. 

Now that we're through being charitable, 
let's get to the issue at hand. When does a 
hot rod become a sports rod, or a sports rod 
become a sports car, or special? 

Pardon us if we seem confused, but it’s 
just because we really are! 

To some observers, the hot rod sport at 
the present time is in a state of change: To- 
day's rodder, assembling his version of the 





"40 Ford, while the new Thunderbirds and: 
Corvettes go sailing past his garage door, 
can be compared to the cat who in 1934 was 
assembling a Frontenac “T” while the monied 
“sports” in town were crusin’ sharp in their 
comparatively new ‘32 Ford V8 roadsters! 

Some seers afe prone to’ predict the day 
when rodders gathered at the local hang-out 
will discuss the good fortune of one of their 
friends who has just had the luck to find a 
“cherry” Thunderbird body — just as present- 
day enthusiasts exult over the discovery of a 
‘27 “T” roadster behind some farmer's barn! 

With the possibility of this kind of a 
future in store for us, it might be wise to see 
if- there’s any justification for the hard-to-find 
line of demarcation between sports cars 
hot rods. Now that at least rwo U.S. manu- 
facturers are building the real thing, with a 
host of others telling us that they, too, have 
a sports (sports ? t) model, you can’t say sports 
cars are “furrin’” and hot rods are domestic. 

So where to draw the line? Once upon a | 
time, R & C ran a feature on fiberglas-bodied : 
backyard bombs. The ensuing mail fairly 
sizzled with such comments as “keep those | 
teabaggers out of our magazine”. They haven't 
been back since! 

What's really frightening about the whole | 
thing is that there’s a good possibility chet | 
hot rodders, in spite of what “Ye Ed” of | 
the pip-pip magazine said, will soon be m Zz 
ing their mark in sports car racing circles ) 

| 
’ 





A recent west-coast road race saw the the first 
three places in the main event occupied by 
former members of three of the oldest hot 
rod clubs in the world — Albata, Strokers, and | 
the Dolphins. Mexico's Pan Americana was 
graced by Ak Miller's Caballo Hierro (Iron 
Horse, man, get hep!) for two years running. 
Although the other competitors thought Ak 
was going to merely furnish comic relief, | 
they laughed out of the other side of their 
faces when he started showing some of the 
factory teams the short way to Jaurez. Now, ; 
with the Carrera postponed indefinitely, he | 
finds himself with a road-racing sports rod | 
(?) on his hands, and is eyeing the Italian 
“Mille Miglia” speculatively. 

Those boys are owr boys — are we going to 
disown them just because the drag strip they 
race on has kinks in it, or are we going to 
claim them as examples of just how far hot 
rodders can go—even if they “haven't 4 
ghost of a chance” as the man said. Anybody 
who reads this page must have an opinion — 
let's hear it! —B.P. @ 
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the 
“HOW-TO-MAKE-IT-GO” 
book by the 
editors of 
Hot Rod and Car Craft 


HOT 
ROD 
N97 


ANNUAL 


The outstanding hot rod handbook 
of the year; 1957 edition brings you 
new facts, new photos, new practical 
and down-to-earth construction de- 
tails written by the experts and 
compiled by J. E. Potter and George 
Barris 


There’s a story in every picture; 
many pictures on every page—the 
kind of information that will help 
to get the most enjoyment out of 
your hobby or business 


CHAPTERS WILL BRING 

YOU UP TO DATE ON: 
LAKESTERS AND DRAGSTERS—a pictori- 
al section with full photo construction 
details 


ROADSTERS AND COMPETITION 
COUPES—photo-pictorial on these in- 
creasingly prominent types of cars 


HOW-TO-DO-ITS FOR HOT RODDERS— 
photo-construction details on 13 spe- 
cific frame and body modifications for 
hot rods 


BUILDING A COMPETITION COUPE— 
complete construction details and 
photos giving step-by-step procedures 


Just 7 5Sc at your 


ON YOUR NEWSSTAND NOW! 








from building the frame, body modi- 
fications to photos of the completed 
car 


PAINTING—Flame painting and the 
latest craze—striping 


NEWEST IN ENGINE HOT RODDING— 
the latest innovations on the newest 
engines 


Whether you follow hot rods for 
pleasure or profit—whether your 
preference is in building or driving 
rods—the 1957 HOT ROD ANNUAL 
is tailor made for you to keep you 
up to the minute in new develop- 
ments in hot rods. 


Here are ideas by the score from 
the big cities, the small towns. From 
drag strips, from the most active 
hot rod centers and clubs all over 
the country. 


Previous editions of the Hot Rod 
Annual have always been in great 
demand, often selling out in a few 
short weeks in some localities. Be 
sure to get your copy by getting one 
at your newsstand today! 


If your local dealer cannot 
supply you, send 85< (in- 
cludes postage & pontine 


newsstand * to TREND BOOKS, 5959 Ho! 


lywood Bivd., Les Angeles 


28, Calif. now. 








AUTO MECHANICS 


& DIESEL PAY OFF! 


TAKE YOUR CHOICE — be a successful all-round car, truck 
and heavy-engine Mechanic-Technician. Or specialize in 
your favorite field — Tune-up, Transmission, Farm Mechan- 
ics, Truck & Bus Fleets, Stationary Installations, Foreign 
Cars. Or get into C Diesel. Or go 
into business for yourself, or with a buddy! Remember — 
A GOOD MECHANIC ALWAYS HAS A GOOD JOB! 
And if you’re of Draft Age, our Training gives you a head 
start toward HIGHER RATINGS & PAY GRADES! 





ALSO YOURS! THIS FINE 
SET OF TOOLS AND AlLl- 
METAL TOOL BOX. These 
ore professional tools... 
all part of your National 
Schools course. 


WHY NATIONAL SCHOOLS IS CONSIDERED “TOPS” 
by the Auto Industry! Every phase of our Auto Me- 
chanics course is SHOP-TESTED. Our streamlined 
Lessons, Manuals & Diagrams are e@sy to understand. 
You learn fast! Our tuition is low. We show you how 
to EARN AS YOU LEARN. Free Placement Assist- 
ance, plus help with technical and personal problems. 
Send coupon now for FREE LESSON! 





Both Home Study & Resident Courses Suet 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


TECHNICAL TRADE TRAINING SINCE 1906 
LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. CHICAGO: 187 N.LA SALLE ST. 
1M CANADA: 811 W. HASTINGS ST., VANCOUVER, 8. C. 


...- FIND OUT TODAY how 
our famous “SHOP-METHOP 
HOME TRAINING’ prepares 
you for Big-Time Earnings, 
at Home in Your Spare Time! 


NEARLY 60 MILLION CARS AND TRUCKS ON OUR ROADS! 
If you could talk to owners of garages, service stations and 
car dealerships (as we do every day), you'd realize 
AMERICA'S DESPERATE NEED FOR TRAINED 
MECHANICS! 


NOW! WE GIVE YOU THIS VALUABLE, MULTI-PURPOSE 

“MOTOR ANALYZING SET" WITH YOUR COURSE 
“i quality, 

tandard Engine 

Veo uum Fuel Pump 
Tester 

* Heavy-duty Remote 
Starter Switch 
a 


prmeie™ Timing 
° Rugged Standard 
Compression Tester! 


PLUS a compact, rugged CARRYING CASE and complete 
instructions. 


GET THE BENEFITS OF OUR 50 YEARS’ 


MAIL NOW TO OFFICE NEAREST you! 
(moil in envelope or poste on postal cord) 
NATIONAL SCHOOLS, DIV-116 


4000 5. FIGUEROA 57. on 107 NW. LA SALLE ST 
LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. CHICAGO 1, HL. 


Please rush FREE Auto Mechanics Book and Sample 
Lesson. No obligation, no salesman will call. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY ZONE 


] Check if interested ONLY in Resident Training ot Los Angeles. 
VETERANS: Give date of Discharge 
mp es es 9 > 9 9 9 9 9 9 
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